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Marr; 21. Ver. I}, ® 


Ft ts written, my houſe ſhalbe called the 
houſe of prayer, but you have made it a 
den of theeves. © 2 


ou occafion of which words 


firſt entry, unto their Raignes 
a douſeto begin with the refor» 
L/ — mation of abuſes crept into 
M&*D the Church and Service of 
ZN) God: ſodid David, Ieſias, EXe- 


kish betore Chriſt, todid the 
Chriſtian Empcroursand Prin- 

ces after Chriſt, as appearcth in their firſt reſcripts ; ſo 
doyetall Chriſtian Kings, their firſt Acts of Stateor 
Parliament take riſc at the threſhold of the SarHtuarie, 
and begin with confirmation, or (it need be) retorma- 
tion of che Church: Now the Sonne of God in this 
Chapter making his ſolemne entrie like a King into 
Hicruſalem, and ſo received by the people, he ticit ger- 
teth him tothe Temple, and finding it moſt lewdly 
profancd both by ſecular and ſpiriguall or Simoniacall 
At negotiation 
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negotiation he fallerh upon them wich both hands: as a 
King with his ſecular arme he whipp:th out the profa- 
ners ; asa Pricſt he uſcth che ſpirituall arme, 7: « writ. 
ten ; and theſe words, 11 « written, be all the words of 
this text, which may properly be ſaid robe Chriſts 
own words, the reſt arc but cired by him from others, 
the firſt ſentence my houſe ſhall be called the houſe of prayer, 
from 1{aieh 5 6. 7. the other ,b ut you have male it a den of 
theeves,from Tere. 7. 11.Burtboth of them ſo rechearſed 
and withall applied by him, that they are now become 
his own, for as well quem bene,as quem male dumrecitas, 
incipit (a e tnms . 

And as thcſe two ſentences when they. were firſt 
ſpokenof by theſe rwo Prophets, were a Prophelic of 
Chriſt histimes, and the iniquirtice of rhe Iewes in his 
timefulfilled them, ſo as they are now rehearſed by 
Chriſt, they ſeeme tro have beene a Prophehie of our 
times, which have fulfilled them by repeating the ſame 
profanations : 'In which regard I ſhould not perhaps 
divide theſe wards much amiſlc, if I ſhould divide 
them into an Appropriation,and an Impropriation; an 
Appropriation, or the proper uſe for which God ap» 
pointed his Temple, my honſe ſhathe called the Leuſe of 
prayers an Impropriation, or the abuſe of the Temple, 
whereby mendilappoint God of his appointment, b#s 
you have made it a den of theeves: And this divition is 
much about one with our Proverbe,whercloever God. 
hath a Church the Dive!l hath a Chappell; my houſe 
ſhaktbe called the heuſe of prayer, there 15 Gods Church 
but you have made it a den of theeves, there the Divellgoe 


_ eth about prefently coturne it into his Chappell. 


Or thele words being ſpoken of the Materiall Tem- 
ple of Hicerufalem may be divided as in ſome ſort that 
Tcmple 
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Temple might have becane divided : amongſt diverſe 
gatcs inthe Temple there were theſe two, afore-gate 
and a backe-gate, the forc-gate at whichthe people en=. 
rced called the Beautifull gate, where the diſeaſed lay 
and begged almes, 4s 3. 2. The backe-gate called 
Shalkcheth or thedung-gate, out of which was carricd 
all.the filth or ſulledge of the Temple: now berwcene 
theſe two gatesſtood the Temple it ſelfe; ſohere, firſt 
you have dre 4: or fore-gareto thetext, it & writ- 
zen, and we may callit the beautifull gate,for it points 
_ ethrothe very beauty of holineſle, thatis, the Scrip- 
ture : next the Templeit ſelfe, whichisthe maine ſtru- - 
ture and building ofthe text, my honſe fhalbe called rhe 
houſe of prayer : and laſtly, the backe or 277-2. at 
- which Chriſt throweth our the protaners of the Tem- 
ple, who had niade it a dunghill,or aden oftheeves,but 

yori have madeit aden of theeves. © 
Bur there is one word in the text from whenceT 
meaneto fetch that diviſion ofthe words which at this 
time I purpole to purſue, andrhat is the word eppeliabi+ 
#nr, ſhalbe cated, ſince the text is of the right naming, 
calling, or as it were chriſtening of the Temple, Iſhall 
pray you to take notice of theſc foure particulars4 
Firſt ofthe Churches name, my houſe, and we may cai{ 
it thc proper name of the Church, for it giverh Goda 
propriety 1n it:Secondly,the Churches ſurname or ap. 
pellative name by which it ſhalbe called, the howſe of 
prayer,my houſe ſhalbe called the houſe of prayer : Thirdly, 
the Churches nicke-name, by which in regard of the 
_ greatabule offered unto it, Chriſt miſcalleth it,s dex of 
theeves, but you have made it a dew of theeves : Fourthly, 
the Church-booke or regiſter in whichallthele names. 
are recorded, the name and ſurname in 1ſaigh,the nick- 
 &3- name 
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name in leremiah, it i written : Neither need we doubt 
but thatall theſe names are very fignificant, for if Adam 
by that originall wiſdome wherewith God indued him - 
was able to give names toall the creatures according 
ro their natures, much moreis God himſelfe ablero do 
ſo when he will name any thing. 

Now in each of theſe foure there be two particulars, 
inthe firſt, that is, the name, my houſe, theſerwo : Firſt, 
It is fit God ſhould have houſes built to him on carth as 
well as men, my-houſe, Secondly, Theſe houſes builcr 
unto God become God his houſes by propricty,ſo his, 
that they may never be taken from him ; my houſe. In 
the ſccond, that is, the ſurname of rhe Church, ſhalbe 
called the houſe of prayer,thele two : Firit, Houſes built . 
unto God are to be ſolemnly called, or(as it were) 


- chriſtened, that is, conſecrated and dedicarcd to the 


{crvice of God, ſhalbecalied. Secondly, As they areto 
be dedicated to all the parts of God his fervice,ſo eſpe- 
cially rhey are to be conſecrated to prayer, ſhalbe caſ-d 
ehe howſcof prayer. Tnthethird, that is, rhe Churches 
nicke-name, but you have maae ita den of theeves, theſe 
two: Firſt, God his Church may become the Divels 
Chappell, Berbe/may become Bethaven, the houſe of 
prayer, 4 den of theeves, Secondly, The theeves and 
robbers who make itſo, arc principally the Prieſts;bur 


- in their owne place the people roo , for bothare here 


meant by yosz the Pricſts for letting out the ſthop- kee- 
pers ſtandings, and the Lay-pcople tor ſelling in thoſe 
thops, being upon holy ground. Tnthe fourth, thatis, 
the Church-booke or Regiſter, 77 & written, theſe two - 
Firſt, The authority by which the proper uſe for the 
Temple torprayer is ro be proved, by Scripture: nexr, 
theauthority by which theabule of the Temple isro 
be 
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be reproved, by Scripture too: Chriſt indeed” (who! 
was a King as well as a Prieſt) beſides the text, uſeth, 
the whiproo: but Church-mens beſt whip'1s Seriptum 
ef, It is written; inche old Teſtament,inthe new Teſta- 
ment, and in their owne place, in the Canons of the 
Church; a threefold cord is not calily broken , this 
three-ſtringed whip will hold upon the conſciences of. 
men, or nothing will : if not, the Princethen muſt uſe 
the ſecular whip indeed: As Chriſt uſed the Diyell, 
ſometimes throwing him by maine force outof them 
that were poſlelled, ſometimes throwing himupon his 
back by force of Scripture, Jt # wr#en, as inhistemp- 
rations, ſo here he uſeththele divelliſh men , as aKing; 
hedrives them out of the Temple with a whip; as a 
Pricſt, with thetext 7: # written, my houſe halberaled 
tbe houſe of prayer, bnt you bave maat it a aen of theeves. 
And. of ſo many of theſe parts in this order which 
I have now propounded , asthetime and your royall 
patience ſhall give me leave. 

And firſt of the Church irs name, my houſe, 'and in it 
of the firſt particular, which 1s this, It # fit God ſhould 
have houſes built wnto him upon earth as well 4s mey, 
for though the heaven of heavens cannot containe 
him, much leſſe this houſe which is made with 
| hands, as Salomon ſpeaketh at the Dedication of his 
Temple; and the Almighty dwelleth not in houſes 
made with hands, as Peter ſpeakethin the Cas ; yet 
ſince God hath given to manthe whole ſurface ofthe 
earth to build upon for himſelfe,he expeRerh that man 
by way of gratitude ſhould fiad out ſome corner wher- 
upon to build tohis God, as when God requirethofus 
to give ſomc of ourgoods tothe poore, itis not that he 
could not provide for the poore withourus, 1fiwere 
|  bunery 
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tungry(faith the Lord)1 would wot tell thee, for althe beaftt 
of the fieldare mine, andthe flockesupon a thouſand monn- 
z4ines: but fince he hath given unto usall that we have, 
he expeceth that by way of thankfulneſſe wee ſhould 
give backe unto him (for whatwe give to rhe poore he 
accountcth given ro himſelfe) a little of that. all: Even 
ſo having given man the whole earth to build upon for 
himſclfe, helooketh that man ſhould ſer our ſome part 
of that whole whereupon to build, and be at ſome coſt 
with his God : that was a noble ſtrife berweenea King 
and his ſubject, Davidand © Arawnabrthe lebuſite, Sam. 2, 
24. concerning the threſhing loore upon which David 
was commatided to build an Altar to God, _Areanch 
would have given it freely becauſe it was for God, bur 
David\{corned to build unto his God upon that ground 
which ſhould coſt him nothing. 

Now thefe houſes built by men unto God wereof 
old called Temples, now Churches, and thoughthey 
were of mens building, yet werethey not of inens de- 
viting, bur of God his owne inſticution: Aofes is the. 
auncienteſt writer we have extant, and in him we have 
the firſt mention ofa Temple, for God dclivered unto 
him in the patterne of the Tabernacle the madell of the 
Temple : Iristruc indeed tharthe Gentiles by inſtiga- 
tion of the Divell who 1s God his ape, 4in imitation 


. hereof did erect Temples to falſe gods; but firſt wee 


have mention of God his Temple, as truth is more an- 
cient thanalie:  Andeven before either that Taberna- 
cle or Temple, we tind that there were Analogicall 
Temples, thar is, places let apartand conſecrated to the 
ſcrvice of God. Abe! though: he ſacrificed abroad 


andin an open place, yet was it a place preparcd; XN oah 
oftered lacritice uponanAlear, Jacob upon a ſtone turned 
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tothe forme of a Pillar andannointed with oyle,which 
hecalled by the very name intherext, wy houſe, Bethel 
the houſe of God, Geneſ.28. The ſame cultome was (no 
queſtion)obſerved by the Parriarkes downe ro <Moſer, 
unto whom God himſelfedelivered the Patterne Oo the 
Tabernacle, which ſhould beaparrerne ofthe Temple 
and then camethe Templeof Hieruſalem irſi]te, the 
moſt glorious ſtrucurethe Sim did ever behold:».To 
this. Temple', under the Golpell ſucceeded the 
Churches oft:Chriſtians, at firſt indeed bur meane, the 
Church being underperſccurion: but whenthe Empe. 
rours ard Princes became Chriſtians, moſt glorious, 
{o magnificent for ſtructure, ſo'rich for indowments, 
tharas Hoſes was gladby ſound of trumpet to make 
proclamation thronghout the Campe that the people 
ſhould bring no more materials for the furniſhing of 
the Tabcrnacle, ſo Chriſtian Princes were over-ruled 
by thcir ſubjects, romake Edits of reſtraint forgiving 
any more to the Church, From whence appearcth 
the vanity and ignorance of thoſe humoriſts, whoask, 
what needeth all this coſt of oyntmeneupon Chriſt 
-his head © all this coſt upon the building and orna- 
ments of Churches: fince rhe firſt and beſt Chriſtians 
were not acquainted with them 9 They may as well 
aske what filly mcn were David to provide ſuch a 
maile of mony and materials, and S4/omon to ipend 
them alland many nullions more upon the Temple of 
Hicruſalem, ſince God betore was well enough wor- 
{hippcd and ſacrificed unto by Cabet and Nyab periaps 
upon a furfe, by «cob upon aſtone. Bur when God 
had given to is people the bleling ofa magnificent 
Monarchie, he would not have them dwell in houtes 
of Ccdar, and his houſe remaine within curtaines, bur 
| B would 


” would hauethc houſe where his honour'was to dwelf,” 
| for ſtare and magnificenee to be the beauty of rhe 
whole carchz ſo while Chriſtians atchefirſt had much 
ado to live and breathe under their perſecutions, God 
was comentedro be worſhipped by chem in ſuch mean '- 

places as they could provide for him: but when Em- 
10 perours and Princes became Chriſtian, and Chriſtians 
"  ufider them enjoyed peace and- plenty, he expe&ed 
i from them glorious and ſumpruous Churches, neircher 
was his expectation deceived : for thoughthey. were 
' notable ro reachrhe beauty of the Temple of Hieruſa- 
lem, the Icwesthemſclves nor being able to matehthe 
firſt Temple yer we find rhat Chriftians in building 
their firſt Churches had an eye to that Temple: for 
| chough our novchliſts ifrhey charicero build a Church; 
| (as they do ſometime beyond the feas) will cake any 
it modell perhaps of agreathall or barne, rather than of 
 theancicnt Chriſtian Churches, yer the firſt builders 


of Chriſtian Churches evenfor the forme of fabricke 
| did in ſome fort imiratc that Temple of Hieruſalem., 
For, asin that Temple there were foure diſtinctions, 
= the Porch which was called Sz/o;»oms; _A4trium or the 
=_— Court, whither the people came; Sant#um the holy 
= place, whitherthe Prieſts came, andthe Santtum San- 
in | foramthcholy of holieſts, into which oncly the high 
Prieſts were ro enter: So in the 'old © Chriſtian 
Churches (though not for the ſame ufes) were foure 

4 diſtinctions , the outmoſt place of all anſwerable to 
_. the Porch, unto which infidels or ſuch as wereexcom- 
municatc and caſt out of the Church might come, but 

no further; into the next place as it were in trio, 

came the penitents, ſuchas did penance, burno further, 

the third place was the body of the Church, which we 
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may call S$znx7um,-and whitherthe people'cameto bee. 
partakers of Gads warſhip z and the fourth was agit' 
were the Sardunm $ixttoruns, the incloſed place where 
the Altar or Cominunion-Table ſtood, into whicl 
 nonedidenter but fuch aswere in holy Orders, and 
had power toconſterate the blef{ed Elementsy ſogrear' 
followers were theiPrimicive Chriſtians of Mcbity is 
rather than inclinersugto fhovelty,) 
.- Noweo move ourtimes(inwhich ſome pull down 
asfaſt aS our Fathers built,” and deface as much as rhey 
did decke) alittle.aa looke toGods houſes and builk- 
dings, I ſhall brieyofferewo things to yourconſide- 
ration, © Firſt, thegreareftimation which God hath of 
theſe houſes; next, 'the high eſteeme in which men 
have had them + ſforthatifwe eirher feare God, or re- 
verence men, thete oannorargumentbe wanting. God 
biseſtimation of Temples a 


peareth by his deliveri 
unto Afoſes the born: Tabernacle even to _ 


leaſt pin, which was to be bura patterne of the Tem- - 


ple; by not giving way. to David his building of the 
Temple, alchough.a:man according to Gads' owne 
heart, anely for that exception of bloud which God 
had againſt him, andnot of bloudunlawtully thed, bur 
in lawfull warres, and undertaken by God his owne” 
commancementz for this exception was laid againſt 
David, before the matter of Yriah; by his accepring 
the Temple at Salomens hands inthe very time of the 
dedication of it, filling ir ſo with his preſence in the 
cloud, thatthe Prieſts were interrupted in performing 
the rites of canſecration; by promiting to put his name 
there forever, and to fix his eyes and heart there per 
tually, by performing this his promile of prelence,for 
many times he,appearcd __ rhe Cherubins, and 

2 in 
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in that Temple did inſpire diverſe-with the ſpirit of 

opheſiz; by ordering that the moſt-precious and ho- 
19 0 ſhauld be kepr inic;- rae Arke:of the Teſta- 
menr, the Tables of thc Law, een rod, rhehea- 
venly fire, Y/imand Thummim, &c. Bythreatning the 
deſtruction of that Temple, as ers 45 judgement 
that ſhould ever befall them, (as indeed 1t was) for af- 
ter the deſtruction of- that Temple:they-ceaſed tobe 
any more a people. And as:by God, ſo by men this 
Temple of all buildings, had-in,the igheſt eſteeme, 
Hieruſalem in regard ofitcounted rhegoy of the whole 
earth; tothis Temple cameall the; people once inthe 
yeare, and when they didmotcomeyrthey powredforth 


- their iupplications wich their faces towards it: you 
know David his one wiſh, alrhoughat was notgranred 


him, that CA4 hi life long, height dwelt in tbe houſe of 
the Lerd, end viſit the beauty of his holy Temple he ac- 
counted the Sparrowes happy. which mighr but hop 
and ſing and lay their young about the Altars of it z he 
accounted the nicanelt othcer, evena'doore-keeper in 
it happicgrthan they thar lived inthe Pallaces of Prin- 
ccs: Ina word, conſider the revenge which Chriſt 
(who was God) taketh here upon the profaners of the 
Temple, and the vaſt expemee laid outupon it by Da- 
Vidand Salomon who were men, and we muſt needsfſee 


thathigh eltceme in whichthar Temple was had both 
by God and men. IH 
Bur what is all this (will you fay) to our Chriſtian 
Churches * Very much, forthcy are comein place of 
that Temple, as the Chriſtian Religion 1is-come in place 


of the Iewith : that Temple was bur a type of our 


Churches, asallchar ſervice was atype of our Chriſt: 
We bave an cAitar, laiththe Apoſtle, and thereforea 


Prieſthood 


EY TO" 


Pricſthogd as that Temple hadz” there was the Arke of 
the Teſtamenc, onr Churches:arc:the Arkes'of two! 
Teſtaments: of theiss, which was the'o1d Teſtamenr';? 
andoft anotheribertterthan theirs, the.new: Teſtamenro 
i0-our Churches arc the;daily ſacrifices of praiſe and: 
prayer, therwo Tables ofthe Law,and:they expoun-' 
ded and vindicated from falſe. glofes'and interprerari< 
ons by our Saviour inthe 5 of eMarb: which thar Tem 
plc had not; inour Churchewis <Aeroms rod; that is, 
Eccleſiaſticall diſcipline z Yrims and Thammim inour 
Prieſts : and above all, inour::Churches.is celebrared 
the commemorative ſacrifice ofthe moſt precious bo< 
dy and bloudof the Sonne of God : no doubr thento 
he made of Godshigh eſteeme of Chriſtian-Churches 
built untohim. Now how.they have beene honoured 
by men,witneſle the: infinite colt; beſtowed by. our 
fore-fathers in fabricke and maintenance of them, the 
infinite priviledges granted by Chriſtian Princes'unto 
them ; although the beginning of our age did ſcarreras 
faſt asthe former age did gather, and'the later Jawes 
of taking no more-from-the Church, were farremore 
neceſſary than. thoſe. former lawes, for giving"na 
INOICTO It, WhU:3654 T1494 ii 4 | | 
Whoſe charity then can bee ſtraitned when 'a 
houſe of Godisto beinlarged - when cirher itisro be 
built, or being built is to: be kept from ruine? Can 
men have ſummer and winter houſes, and the Temple 
of God lie ſo, as itkeeperhout neither ſummer Sun nor 
winter weather.? the Temple of God Ifay, anameſo 
eJorious, thateventhe moſt glorious; all the perſons 
of the Triairy delight to-be called by it: God the Fa- 
ther, Revel.21,22+ John ſaw no Templcin the holy Ci- 
ty , For the Lord God. Almighty andthe Lambe ave the 
B 3 Temple 
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Temple if it. God the: Sonne, hisperſoirche Lambein 


that place is calleda Temple by. Sainr 7357 hisbody* 


_ by lumſclfe, Deſtroy this Temple,- and I will: build it up a 


gaine in three dayes. The Holy Ghoſt, although he be 
notcalled a Temple, yet Temples hehath,and detighr-' 
eth todwellinthem, even our bodies, Knew ye-uot 1hþ4t: 


your bediesare the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt? The ſyimme- 


ofall is, houſes areto be built unto God,and being built, 
are highly robe honoured, becauſe theyare his houſes 
by propricty: which I told you was the ſecond particu« 


 larinthe Church irs namcandisnowrthe next pointto 


be ſpoken of, Ay bonſes » -  - - il SAG - 
My houſe, that is, mine by propriety, andif ſo, then 
we mult looke ro three things, © Firſt, if the Church 
be Gods houſe, then Take heed to thy foot when thou en- 
tereit into it, Eccleſ.4.17, do not ruſh rudelynorraſhly 
znto it, but be ſure you keep your diſtance, els you may 
be turacd back with ſhame enough, and ſent home un- 
juſtified as the Phariſtc was, becauſe he kept not the 
Publican his diſtance, wha ſtoodafarre off and would 
not ſomuch as lifrup his cycs rowards heaven : How 
fearefull (faith Iac0b) w this place, the Lord was in it and [ 
knew it not, it « nothingelsbut the houſe of God,and theve- 


ry gate of heaven, The truth then is, it the Church be 


my houſe, that is, Gods, we mult obferve a reverend dt- 
ſtanccinallour approaches which we 'make to God in 
ir, cls we run upon cercaine'dangery are you in this 
houie to ſpeake unto God by prayer ? be ſure you 
make a curttic low enough with David, Iam 4 worme 
and no man : Orityouwaill, a litcle lower with 4 bye. 
bam, Since duit and aſhes havebegun ts ſpeakeunto thee : 
els you may juſtly tcare rhatyour prayers ſhilberur 
ned into finne.' Are you in this houſe to heare God 


ſneake 
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ſpeake unto you by his-Word read orpreached'? 'Be 
ure you keepe yourdiſtance, /asthe people were :com- 
mandcd at the hearing of the Lay, els you know'yout - 
danger, For if ſo much as a beait ſhall touch the ſmoaking 
wmountaine, it ſbalbe ſloned to death, or thraſt 1brough with a 
dart. Arc youin this houſetoconyerſe with God inthe 
blefled:Sacramentz:;;Ule- firſt a revercntypr ni 
Let 8 manexamine himſelfe, and ſo ltt bimeatafthatbread 
and drinke of that cup; es you know the danger, Tow ſhall 
be guilty of the body and blend of the Lord, For obſerv ing 
tlusdiſtance in Gods houſe, I will but name unto you 
two reaſons.. Firſt, we do not find-in'Scripture,that 
God hath uſed to. be: familiar withany, to cntertaine 
them, or beentertained by them,unlefſe they have ob- 
ſerved this diſtance, and firſt prepared themſelves for 
that intervicwe or pazlie.. Before God wouldſpeake 
one ward;to: Meſes. on the backe of Xfount Hereb, he _ 
fit biddeth impor off his ſhoes, becauſettieplace on 
which he ſtood was holy ground : when God delive- 
red his Law to his people tromrthe:topof Mount Sins, 
heficttcommandedthemioſandtific themſelves xhred 
dayes before, that all that while they might>be the 
more reverenmly prepared to harken unto'that which 
God was to {ay untothem ; ſomuſt we when we come 
into the houſc, of God.(if we-be to ſpeake tohimby 
prayer, orto heare him ſpeake tous by bis Word). put 
off our ſhoes, that is, all worldly thoughts andatfeti 
ons; and ſanctific our ſelves, thatis,purtonallnew and 
holy thoughts and affections,  Fhe ſccond reaſon is 
this : Wedo not find that God hath ever yet ſuffered 
the unreverent handlers, or lookersupon the places of 
his preſence, to g0away unpuniſhed ;' F224 did but ir- 
revercatly rouch the Arke of the Lord, andthe Lord 

preſently 
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preſently killed him, the men-of Berhſbemeſh did but 

irreverently looke int othe Arke- of the Lord, andthe 

- Lordvpreſently flew fifty thouſind' of them :* How 

few be they in-our times, who byobſerving this di- 

ſtance dodeclarcthar they believe the Church to be +} 
Gods houſe, how many that come in without-prepa* 
_ Ting rhemfelves ar firft by devorionandprayer* How 
many whoclapontheir hats-when'God is ſpeaking to 
them by his Word; Imeanciartherime when the very 
_ eextisrcading? Naythe ſervant who wilbe uncovercd 
betore his- maſter in his owne- houſe, will many times 
be epvered before him in Gods hodſe ; all whichbe- 
wraycththat many'men docitnertake the Church noe 
to be my houſe,that is, Gods; or(whichis worſe)Gods 

houſe notro be ſogood astheir owne. 042.4 

Next, itche Church be my houſe, that is, Gods,;then 
the zeale of the Church-muſt car us pp+- ro*this'weare 
warrafited both by David and by Chriſt the"Sonne of 
= David, The'7eale of thine bouſe hath eaten me up, (auth Da- 
vid; and inchis Chriſt ſhewed himſclte truly robe the 
Sonne of David,' tor we do not find'that Chriſbinltis 
life did ever uſe ſeverity with this hands, but! ohce?Y 
twicehe didit, but it was one and 'the ſame caſe z'the 
profanation of the Temple : When he was apprehen- 
ded, bound. butferod;ſmitren, mocked, reviled, ſcour. 
ged, {pitipon, torcared; crucified, he bare al{ patiently, 


| : " and Cs aſh:epe befire theflanehterer is anmbe,ſo he opened 
Ft ot hs month + but it he ſeethe leaſt indignity offered to 
43! his Fathers houlc, his zcaleburſterh ou into a lamezhe 


1 ſertethrhishand ro the whip; and his tonguerothe txt 
When his Diſciples did ſee that fiercentile of hisin the 
| ll | 2. of 163, they were aſtoniſhedat it; eſpecially come 
E LF * ” . . % . ; 

Vi paring it with his uluall meckneffe atother times, whe 
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yerg: i; webemorefor (according to our place: 
to puniſhan offence or eps on lis houſe, tha 
choſe that arecommitred/any whereels; ifwe be 
'contented to be at\more colt for repa oth 
-nids thishoule, than ific wereowtr owne'; 1f not 
certainly citherwedonot believerhe Church ot = 
houſe, that is, Gods; 'or (which'is worſe) Gods 

not to be ſo good asourowne. 

Thirdly, if the» Church be wy houſe, thatis, Gods, 
then no humane power may rake it from hinghistitle is 
like the Charadter of his Prieſthood, isdelebili' ; no 
time, nopreſcriptioncan prejudiccit : for if nulluw tems 

occurris Regi, if no time can' preſcribe againſt our 
King his ticleto the Patronage ofa Church, much eſſe 
can ir preſcribe againſt his title who' is che King of 
Kings: Before thou buildedſt a houſe to God, the 

ond andthe coſt werethine own, and thou mighteft 
| ahen done withthem what thou wouldeſt, as Petey cold 
CAnania; but when thou haſt once given them'ts 
God, it is no more thine, but my boſe: foras|Gods 
gifts cowards us are without repentance, mA he our 

Sifes towards God to be: He whoamong us (hall kill 
F;cafefe, and becoine feb de ſt, makerbs all bis goods 
Deodands; anditis as'rrue inverted, he who hath made 
any of his goods Deadavas, and ſhall — 2 
aRof gipteniia pats IMG of himſelfe, 
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and a deſtroyer of his owneſoule, Stories are full of 
_ their tragedies who any wayes weat about to alter ci- 
ther thepropertie or ule of the Temple of Hieruſalem , 
| weknowwhat became of dHntochw after he [etuprhe 
ſtarue of 1apiter Olympia in it ; upon the Caldeans de: 
ſtruſion of that Temple followed the lofle of their 
Empire; the Macedoniansafter their violationofirloſt 
their Dominions; Pompey after his comming up tothe 
Savttwm or holy place, which was not lawfull for him 
todo, had never luckie day after ; no more had Ceftw 
after hisprofanation of ir. They who have medled 
with the Chriſtian Churches have nor fared much ber- 
ter : for they whohave pulled downe theſe houſes of 
God, have tound that withallthey have pulled downe 
their owne houſes , .and they who have buile their own 
houſes where Gods houſe ſtood, have found thatthey 
have built upon ſandy and ſinking ground, andthat the 
Church-ſtones have crumbledtheir houſesto nothing, 
and ſunke their eſtates irrecoverably. Now rhey who 
pervert Gods houſe and turne it to any ſecular uſe, do 
deny it to be my houſe, that is, Gods, as muchas they 
who cvertit and pull it downe, Ir 1s anotable cunning 
of the Divell,as ro make us belicverhat God is a good- 
tellow, and that we may retaine himin our hearts with - 
our linnes; 10 to make us belicve that his houſe isa 
houſe of good-fellowſhip, and that it may ſerve for. 0- 
ther uſes beſides theſervice of God; tolay lumber ia, 
or things out of the way, in a Progreſletimeto ſerve 
for a Wardrobe, in the countrey for Turies of Leetsto 
fic inand conſultabour their verdids, and moſt com- 
monly atthe Communion-Tabletomakethcir Selles, 
not onely for the poore (which is a Church-duty) bur 
alſo for all other cowpoſitigns, where they ſeldome 
| meet 


norwl ſwearing: ' Bit ifir be Gods houſe, h 
and will have iralone, of n6t at all: That 
Pluliſtims ſetting the CHyke of God inthe Temple of 
Dagon, is very remarkable , one would wonder why 
God ſhould plague the Philiſtims for it; for I amper- 
ſwaded the Philiſtirismade account they had done ghe 
Arke the greateſt honourthat they conld imagine , 
ſetring it in the Temple of their owne god: yet God 
cumbleddowne Dagos, (more the Philiftims,and would 
have conſumed thery ifthey hadnort diſmilled his Arke: 
What meant this * Ondly rotell the world that with 
God itis all oneto beturned out of doores, and robe 
lodged by an Idoll: Let God have his houſe alone, 
there he will dwell : make it thine as well asmine ; 
that is, make ir ſerve'for thine uſe and the ſervice of 
God too, rhou diſeaſeſt God and turneſt him out of 
doores: Thereafon is, becauſe houſes built re God are 
only to be confecrared to him- and his ſervice, which 
is now the next point to be ſpoken of, TIcalled irthe 
Churches ſurname, halbe called the houſe of projer. 
In it I rold you of two particulars. Firſt, Gods 
houſe is to be called, or as it were chriſtened, thart is, 
conſecrarcd and dedicated to God and his ſervice, my 
houſe ſhaibe called. Secondly, among all the parts of 
Gods ſervice, it 15 eſpecially ro be conſecrated to pray- 
cr, fhalbe calledrbe houſe of prayer. For the firſt, that rhe 
conſecrationand ſolemne dedicatzonof Temples and 
Churches is very ancient, iris argument cnough,rhar in 
all the three languages we have a proper wordforit, 11 
the Hebrew ( Chanucab) from Chanac, which fignifterh 
ro dedicate a thing when it is finiſhed, in Greebe inanies 
excania from is and wwrie which fignificth an initia- 
GY tion 
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_ tionormaking of athing new, the-word uſed by rebw- 


10.223, for that fealt of dedication at which Chriſt was 


 preſent,and thenthe Latine words dedicatio and conſecr ee 


#i0: Conſecrarion or ſcrring apart. perſons orthingsto 
God both by God himſelfe and men, is very ancienc. 
God conlecrated to himſelte our firſt parents, and 
made their mariage a kind of S«cramert of the union. 


_ and ſpirituall mariage betweene Chriſt, and his. 


Church, as the Apoſtlereſtifieth, Epbeſ.5, ſo he conſe- 
cratcdto himſclte thepoſteriry of Sezb, of [acob, every 


male which fir{t opened the wombe, at laſtthe Iewes 


had dclivered unto them among other parts of the Ce- 
remoniall Law , the ritcs of dedication ofcertaine pers 


ſons, veſſels, veſtures : Now for the ſolemne dedicati« 


on of the houſes of God, we haye firſt the dedication 
of the Tabernacle which was but the patterne of the 
Temple, Exod.40. then of the Temple ic ſelfe we have. 
three ſolemne dedications recorded in Scripture : the. 
firſt by Salowon, Kines 1.8, the ſecond by Zorebabel and. 
quhers, Ezr8 6. and related by loſepbus entig. lib. 11. cap. 
4-thc laſt by Indas Macchabewsatter the deteat of Anti- 
echw , which was indeed clpecially of the Altar, of 


. Which weread Afacb.1.4.and Joſeph. antiq. lib, 12, cp» 


10. and this laſt was the feaſt of dedication which 
Chriſt honoured with his preſence, b»10. for it is. 
plaine by the text both chat t was4a winter, and anni-; 
verſarie, neither of which is true of the two former 
dedications: Among Chriſtians rheir Churches uſed 
cvcr tobeconſecrated. Enſeb./ib.g.cap.1o. of his Hiſto- 
ric, and inthe life of Coni/entine defcribeth unto us the 
dedication of thac Church which Confantine firſt buile 
at Hieruſalem. When Churches at the firſt were rare, 
the authority of conſecration came fromthe Princeand 

Magiſtrate, 
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Church WCTre, cVcr- 
Chriſtian by the Bi 


ps * the firſt dedication of the 


Temple of Hicruſalem done by the awhority of Sale 


mon, the ſccond of Zorobabel,the third of indas Maccba- 


begs s but all of them performed _by the. Pricſts z fo a-- 


Magiſtrate, but the rites of conſecration inthe Tewiſd - 


= 


moog Chriſtians, the firſt Chriſtian ChurcharHieruw 
ſalem conſecrazed by the authority of Conſtantive, but 


by the miniſtcry of Euſebius : that of LUſtxandris by” 
the ſame 6 HIT but by rhe miniſteric of C2 thansſs-" 
6; The rites of conſecration are icft;to the Church' 


and hcr Biſhops 5 onc] Y there be {ome of them 'of the. 


Quorum, without which there cannot well-be-any con-- 


ſecration: as firſt, Churches ought tobe conſecrared ' 


by prayer ; for. S4/omon his dedication is conceived in: 
the very forme ofa prayer ; next, Chnrches arerobe 
conſccrated by rea ingot the Word for at the dedi- 
Cation of the Templer | 

Churches arc.to be dedicated with the celebration of 
the Sacrament of our Saviour his moſt precious body 
and bloud, as in all the three dedications ofthe Temple 
ever ſacrifice was offered; But above all; Churches - 
muſt onely be conſecrated and dedicated ro God, not 
to Saints, Angels, or any created Parrons; Bur may 
notthe Churches of Chriſtians be called by rhenames 
of Saints and Martyrs, as S,4aries,S. Perers, 80? Yes," 
rhey may be patrins, but nor patres, godtfarhers, burnor 
fathers of our Churches; as men arc contented their 
children ſhould becalled by the-names of their friends 
whomthey .chuſe for godfachers, but will have them- 
{elves ſtill oncly acknowledged for fathers: ſo Godal- 
loweth that his Saintsaad Martyrs ſhould be ſaſceptore-, 


rodfathers of Chriſtian Churches, eſpecially If it ſhall. - 


2 not 


claw was ever read: Thirdly,” 
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not be dofe a$ now it is inthe Chutchof Rome, to de: 
rogate from God his Parronage : andno particular of- 
fice or ſervice ſhallbeallowed'to beſaid/in the Church 
rothar Saintafter which itis named. The truthis,in the 
Primitive Church, Chriſtian Churches werecalledby 
the names of Sainrs and Martyrs for two reaſons, the e- 
quity of both which holdeth ill. Firſt, ro reſtifie 
- their thankfulneſlero God for the benefirs which the 
_ Church had received by the miniſterie of theſe Saints. 
Secondly and principally, Godin the infancy of the 
Church did ſh:w many miracles at the Tombesand 
 Sepulchersof the Martyrs ; and cherefvre the Chriſti- 
ans did rhere crect Churches, and call them by the 
' namesof thoſe Martyrs, out of a deſire to honourthoſe = 
whom God had ſomuch honoured, andthe world (o 
much deſpiſed, The ſumme then of all is, Chriſtian 
Churches may be called by the names of Saints and 
Martyrs, butmuſt be dedicated onely ro God and his 
ſervice;and as to all parts of his ſervice,ſo eſpecially ts 
prayer ; which Itold you was the fecond particular in 
the Churches ſurname,and is now the next point to be 
{poken of, ſhalbe calted the houſe ff prayer. 
Why not the houſe of Sacrifice, Saeraments, Pro- 
-” phecying, Preaching 2 Becauſe alltheſe are worth no= 
thing unletlerhey beſcaloned with prayer : Iris notto 
be pailed over with fleighe obfervarion, that although 
all chelc, except their Sacraments, were performed in 
theTIewith Temple, and allof them are performedin 
Chriſtian Churches; yet the duties of the Temple 
moſt commonly have their denominarion in Scripture - 
trom chat of prayer: Sa/omen in the dedication of his 
Temple (as he conceiveditin the forme of a praycr)cl- 
- peciully beggeth of God his attention to the prayers 
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that ſhould be made nthat place, and the whole tehour 
of his dedicationrunneth-upon it, and God his anſwer 
to Salomon is accardingly forprayer; Azneinthe 2. of 
Luke is (aid not to have. gone out of the Temple, but to 
havecontinuedin it faſting 48d proying; In Luke 2.37. 
the Pharific and the Publican weas «p to tbe Temple to 
pray : WAGs 3.1, Pererandfobuwent upto the Temple 
about the houre of prayer, bring tha ninth hoare , which to 
the Iewes wasthethied houre beforertheſertiog of the 
Sun, the very houre of theevening Sacrifice , herethe 
Templeis called he houſe of proper: and the. Chriſtian 
Churclics agvurdingly,werec Neatories, whyal 
_ thise, Toteach us two things, ' Firſt, the: excellency of 
praycr among all other religious duties. Secondly,rhe 
cxcellency of publike prayer above all other private 
prayers madeany whereels, Forthe firſt, I willnorin 
a Sermonenter upon the commonplace of prayer,one- 
ly this:you ſhall nor find in Scripeureany man regiſtred 
for oneof Godhis ſpeciall friends and favourites, who 
was not likewiſe a man of prayers and ſupplications, . 
oyſes, Abraham, 10b, David; but above all looke 
Chriſt, ſo givento prayer, that as he was called 
by the Prophet vir dolorum, a man of forrowes ,' ſohe 
might have been called vr clamorum, a man of cryings 
nas ſupplicarionsz for he uſed them at home and a- 
broad,uponthe Mount,in the Garden,upon the Croffe 
dying, nay. after his death ;, which makethbighly for 
thecommendation of prayer, Chriſt wasa Prieſt,now 
the office of the Prieſt confiſted intheſe tworhings, in 
otfcriog up ſacrifice for the ſinnes of the people, and in 
offering, up prayers for the finnes of the people: that 
part of Chriſt his Prieſthood whichconcerned ſacri- 
fice expired with his life, for he offered up _— 
acrifice 
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facrifice of his body once for all, but ſodid notthat 
part of his Prieſthood which concerneth prayer ; for 
as he died praying, fo he ſtill continueth a Prieſt inre- 
-gard of praycr, two wayes. Firſt, becauſe he himſelfe 
- atthe right hand of God ſtill maketh interceſionfor us, 
Heb.7.25. Wherefore he ts utterly able to ſave all them that 
come 19 him, ſinct he ever lover to make interceſſion for us. 
Sccondly, becauſeas onr Advocate he offereth up into 
the boſome of his Farher-all the Prayers which we 
maketo God in hisname, Rev.$.3. Iris ſaid of Chriſt 
the Angell ofthe covenant, thar he offereth up wary 
ſweet edourc, which ate rhe prayers af ge Sarms, © 
Sccondly, the Temples caltked rhe houſe of prayer, as 
to ſhew us the excellency of prayer in generall, ſoin 
particular to cxpreſle unro us theexcellency of publike 
prayerinthe Temple. And here Iam ſoriethat the ini- 
quity of the times ſhould put me upon ewe'compart 
ſons whichto ſome will ſeeme odious: the one is be= 
eweene prayer inthe Temple, and preaching in the 
Temple: the other betweene prayerinthe Temple,and 
prayer any whereels, For preaching, far be ir _— 
Chriſtian ro under-value the holy and bleſſed 
nance of God: onely I would have men, as upoty 
preaching, ſo likewiferoſeratrue'value upon prayer in 
the Temple. There is a generarion of fooles riſen up 
in theworld, who think that all religion confiſteth in 
preaching and hearing of Sermons, and will ran ſome 
miles to heare them: Bur for the publike prayers of 
the Church, they will hardly crofletheſtreet; but caſt 
themlclves ro come intothe Church about the ending 
of Divine Service, and beginning of Sermon: now 
S. Pauls queſtion poſerh them all, If «af were hearing, 
where were ſeeing, and the reſt of the ſenſes? lo doth this 


name 
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name which Chriſt here giver to the Temple, the 
houſe of | Fair. Butthey wal ſay,canthere betoomuch 
preaching or hearing? Yes, there may betoo muchof 
any thing : Take this for a rule, notruth can be repug- 
nant to another truth in any ſcience whatſoever; much 
leſle ean Theologicalltruths be repugnant one toano- 
ther, and therefore all Theologicall truths muſt be ex- 
pounded as they may ſtand in grofle one by another:He 
that hath ſaid, Be ſwifi#e heare, hath likewiſe ſaid, Pray 
continually, and be that provideth wot for hu family is worſe 
then an Infidel: Mcn then muſt ſo heare, as they neg- 
le nor prayer, as that in weeke dayes, if their families 
be ſuſtained by their trade and calling, they negleR not 
that, to run after Sermons, for there is no religious 
worke which may not be over-done; we are comman- 


_ ded to give almes, but if one ſhall give allhe hath, 


knowing that he muſt become chargeable roorhers,jir 


is fin, and thar voluntary poverty which we condemne 


ia many of the cMendicant Fricrs: Faſting 1s a religi- 
ous duty, but if one ſhall abſtaine ſo much,as he know- 
eth he ſhalbe acceſlary to his owne death, it is a finne,as 
Gregory Nazianzen complained of his ſiſter Gorgonia - 
Even prayer it {elfe, which I am now commending, 


 whenit is over-done, it is called by our Saviour, wine 


babling and idle repetitions: Sofor hearing, we ought 
to heare on that day which God hath ſct apart for bis 
ſcrvice,all excuſes laid aſidez and onthe weeke dayes 
to0, omit no good occaſion of hearing, fo farreasour 
cellings and placcs will permirz but ſo as wenever omit 
the trequenting of the Divine Service and Publike 
Praycrs ofthe Church, g 

Next from this, that the Temples called the bruſe of 


prayer, we may ſee the excellency of publike prayer in 
the 
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the Temple,above private prayer any where cls:which 
I pray you may nor betakenas ſpoken any way in de- 
rogation from private prayer,tO which I fiad our Savi- 
our was ſo much addicted,asappearerh by his praycrin 
the Garden, which he powred forth ina private place, 
aparden, ataprivate time, inthe night, privately and 
alone by himſelfe; for he was ſeparated not onely 
from the reſt of his Diſciples, but even from rthethree 
Diſciples that entred with him, by the ſpace of a ſtones 
Caſt : Surenonecan ſpeake againſt privare prayer, but 
they who never feltthar ſweernefle whichrthe ſoule of a 
Chriftian findeth in her private retirement, familiariry 
and converſation with God; You whodouſe it, uſe it 
ſtill; for befides many other, you ſhall find theſe three 
great conveniences init. Firſt, aneaſte ravithing of the 
mind ofaChriſtian:for ifthat definition of prayer which 
the Farhers give us be true, thar prayer is nothing els 
bur the lifting up or raviſhing of a mans mind fromall 
worldly things towards God, how can the mind of 
man be more caſily lifred up from worldly things, than 
when being alone with his God, heis remooved from 
the ſight and ſenſe of them 2 Secondly , in privare 
prayer we find greater ſecurity from vaine-glory, 
which though perhaps in publike prayer we do notaf- 
fect, yer wedo not know how the Divell may ſpice our 
prayers with pride, when wethinke that cvery one is 
looking upon us. Thirdly, in private prayer we may 
uſe greater treedome and liberty with God in expreſ- 
fing'of our wants; as broken words,crying,'ejaculato- 
ric voices, confulcd {ighs, &c. which though they be 
acceptable to God, yet are not ſeemly nor decent be- 
tore men, and therefore may be uſed with 'greatrer 
freedome in private, than they can be in publike 
| | prayer: 
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er: For theſe and many moreſuch reaſons, fol- 


4 
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py Cutin his counſcll, Enter into thy chamber 4114 ſont 
the deore behind thet, that is, give your ſclves toprivare 
prayer. | 

But much more, be ſure never to neglect publike 
praycr, to which wefind likewiſe that our Saviour was 
ſo much addicted, take for inſtance thoſe prayers 
which he powred forth publikely ar his death, [i they 
were madeara publiketime,thetime of the Paſſcover, 
when untill that time twelvemoneth there was nor ſo 
great aconfluxe of people to beat Hieruſalem to heare, 
1n a publike place, the place of execution, large andable 
to receive great multitudes : and that they might yertbe 
heardthe berter, made upon the top of a hill, Mount 
Calvarie : nay yet, upon the top of a beacon which 
ſtood upon the top of that hill ; nay yet, that they. 
might be the better heard, as1t is laid inthe Goſpell, 
thar he ſpake his laſt word conſummatum eF,with a loud 
voice, {o ſaith the Apoſtle Heb.5.7. that he offered up 
his praycrs there s/awore valide, Who offered mp Projers 
ard (upplications with ſirong cryings awd tears, which place 
the Fathcrs expound of his prayers upon the Crolle a« 
mong the reſt ; and hereI think publike prayer is ſufh« 
cicntly warranted. And if you ſhall ſay,wharis allthis 
to publike praycrinthe Temple? I an[wer, very fnuchs 
for that place 1n which our Lord dying prayed, wasa 
Temple: the reaſon is this, ſacrifice was onely tobe of. 
fered up in the Temple; Chriſt therefore in this place 
offcring up the ſacritice of his owne body, made ittru. 
ly to bea Temple: truly I ſay, becauſe the Temple of 
Hicruſalem in which thedaily ſacrifice was offered up, 
was nothing cls but a type of this very place jnwh.ch 


was tobc offered this perfe& ſacrifice once forall; as 
D 2 therefore 
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therefore Chriſt called his body a Temple, Df this 
Temple, and 1 will build it up in three dayes, fo o 1 "1g up 
the facrifice of his body inthis place, he might chal. 
lenge God to heare the prayers which he ſhould make 
in this place, by vcrtue of thar promiſe which he had 
made,to hearcthe praycrs which ſhouldbe made inthe 
Temple: And Chriſt praying inthis place, was quit 
with the Iewes in my text; for this place was Golgorhs, 
the place of dead mens ſcals; that 1s, the place where 
lay the bodies of cxccuted malcfaRtors and theeves : ſo 
that looke how much the Tewes had diſhonoured the 
Temple in my text,fo much did Chriſt honour Anne 

 Calvarie : As they had made the houſe of God, which 
was the houſe of praycr, to be a den of rheeves, ſo 
Chriſt made Go/gorba which was a den for the dead bo- 
dics of theeves, to become the houſe of prayer. 

» Ki The excellency of publike prayer 1s well ſet forth 

Ws | | by our Saviour, A1atb.18, inthar excellent rule which 

ol. E, he giverh for publike prayer, for that rule includeth 

*% three realons why we ſhould give our ſelves to ir. The 

*\ Wt firſtis, the conſent and agreement of Chriſtian minds 

Wy |. in prayer, a thing moſt acceptablero God, Verſ.18, 1f 

4 twoof you ſhall agree upon any thing inearth, it ſhalbe gives 

wnro you, Secondly, becauſe of the aflembling of the 

Saints rogcther in one place, which mecting even of 

their bodics isa thing moſt delightfull unto God.in che 

next verſc, For where twoor three are gathered together, 
there will 1 be inibe middeſt of them. Thirdly, becauſe of 
the unity of taith which is moſt pleaſant unto God, the 
peopleallembling themiclves inthename of Chriſt, in 
the ſame verſe, wheretwo or three are gatheredtoge. 
ther in my name, there will I be inthe migddeſt of them : 
$0 theſe reaſons we may add this, that the publike 

praycrs 


Ms 
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prayers ofthe Churchace far moreexcellently concei-" 
ved and penned than any privare exremporary prayers 
can be: for rhcre ismore pichin'one of the well' con- 
ceived Collettsof che Charch, than in many of thofe 
piritull tellowes more pitifull bablings and idle repeti- 
ti0as, in which (as.our Saviour(peakerh) they think to be 
heard for their length, whereas prayer conſiſterh nor in 
length, but ſtrength , which 1s to be had in the well 
compacted Collects of the Church. Have you nor 
heard ſome of theſe menain their exremporary cxcla- 
mations, or declamartions rather, (for ſomerimes their 
prayers are libels)zalke ro God,nor onely with that fa- 
muliaricy, but homelineſſe,thart you would nor have in- 
 duredthemro talkeroyou? And perhaps they who 
ſtand now {o much onely for extemporary prayer and 
preachingroo in the Church, ere it be long(for]ſeeno 
reaſon why it may nothold inthis, as well as in the 0- 
ther two) wall venture and put in for extemporary fing- 
 inginthe Church, and then thry will make themſelyes 
ridiculous indeed. The ſumme of all is, alrhough rhou 
_ giveſtthy ſelfe never ſo muchtoprivate prayer, which 
:s well done, yet do not neglect thepublike prayers of 
the Church, in the Church, which is herecalledrhe 
houſe not of knowledge, righteouſneſſe, mercy, 
preaching, hearing, &c. although it be all theſe, but 
the h uſe of prayer. S0 that thoſe men who do wilfully 
excommunicate themſelves by nor comming to the 
prayers of the Church, but onely torheSermon, oru- 
fually goout of it before rhe bleſſing or laſt praycrbe 
pronounced, fince the Church 1s'called rhe houſe of 
prayer, they are like them who come unto a ſchogle, bur 
will not lcarne, to a battell,but will not fight, to abed, 
but will not ſleep, to a feaſt, bur will nor teed; all which 
D 3 tendeth 
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tendeth nothing to any derogation from private pray. 
er : For as God diſperſed the placcs of refuge throughe 
out the land to his people, ſo thickeand at fuchdiſtan» 
ces, as the offenders might reach ſome of them by 
night, leſt they ſhould be over-taken by the avengers 

of their bloud, bur yet appointcd the Temple for the 
only place whither afterwardsthe offenders were to re- | 

ſort, and to expiate their offence by ſacrifice : ſofor 

our {innes which we daily and hourcly commit, God 
alloweth and requircth us daily ro have retuge ro him 

by private prayer, but ſo,that weneglect notto recon- 

cilc our ſelves ro him tor theſe finncs by our publike 

prayersinthe Temple, which 1s the houſe of prayer; for 

whoſoever revbeth God and his Temple of chis honor 

which is due unto him init, doth what in him licth in 

ſome ſenſe ro make rhe heuſe of Ra 4 den of theeves ; 


which is now the next point tobe ſpoken of, Icalled it 
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| the Churches nicke.name, bet you have made ita den of 
© {| theeves. 
( In unfolding of which part (iftime had ſuffered me) 
il h many would have been tound theevesand robbers who 
4.290 paſlc for vertuous and honeſt men : Hardly would any 
"WE pretence have ſerved their turne: For the money- 
Ss changers and doye-lcllers, and the Prieſts ſuffering 
Fo them to ſell in the Court, (to! it was in the .H1rrium or 
C || | Court only that they ſold,not inthe Templeit ſclfe,al-. 
11: __ though bcherecalled ſo, becaulc it was conſecrated 
VE and holy ground asthe Temple was) hadas ſpeciousa 
_,=< Pretence forthis their mcrchandizing as might be,cven 
| - the pretence of that Law, Dent.1 4.24. whereby it was 
Ui T permitted ro the people tor themnore caſie cariage, to 
C | change theirtythcs and offerings into money, and with 


| chat money at Hicruſalem to buy the like; Now for 
FS this 


this purpoſe, to hit ſuch people with ſacrifices and 
offcrings, didthe Prieſts pretend rharthey ſuffered the 
money-changers and dove-ſcllersto fct up their ſhops 
chere, although indeed they did it to get money for 
#+ their ſtanding, and the ſhop-keepers to make gaine of 
the people ,, and therefore our Saviour here calsthcir 
 gertingplainetheevery and robbery : Butthetime will 
» notgivemelcaveto arraigne thele theevesnow. Ta 
God the Father, God the Sonne, God the Holy 
Ghoſt bee aſcribed all honour and 
praiſe, now andever, 
CAMen. 


FINIS. 


